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INTRODUCTION. 


I PERO me impetrare poſſe ab 
oy eruditorum ommum &gquitate, ut 
nequis, me invito, hanc oratio- 


nem in n ſermonem patriam ver tal. 


I wiſh I could lay any effectual Com- 
mands upon my Countrymen, not to 
tranſlate the preceding Paſſage into our 
Mother-tongue. But, I believe, it will 

be ſoon allowed, that however I may 

defire, I can have no reaſon to epd, a 
Compliance. And if the Favour I aſk, 
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with regard to this Paſſage, is requeſted 
in the very Paſſage itſelf with regard to 
; the. whole Oration, ſurely, the Engliſb 
Reader will not think the T ranſlator en- 
titled to a Courteſy, which he has refuſed 
to his Author: For indeed, the fame 
Britiſh Spirit and Love of Liberty, which 
inclined him to gratify the firſt and beſt 
Men of the Age in forming his Ora- 
tion, a 1 me to diſobey the Com- 
mands of one of their illuſtrious Num- 
ber (I need not tell you, I mean him- 
ſelf) in tranſlating it. 


For Liberty, that lovely Deity, was 


willing that her own Britiſb Sentiments 


might grace her own Britiſi᷑ Language: 
And, I own, while Liberty inſpired me, 
I forgot that Minerva, I forgot 
that King was unwilling. 


* Tu nihil zuvita dices facieſve Minerva. 
| H OR, 
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But I remembered all the Misfortunes 
and the deſperate State of my Country; 
once flouriſhing in War and- in Peace ; 
and renounfed for her Power and Afflu- 
ence, for her Freedom and every glo- 
rious Attribute: I beheld a ſinking, de- 
luded, abject, venal, deſponding People; 
thus dwindled from a noble Species of 
Britiſh Free-men, and, I will add, tranſ- 
forming into the wretchedeſt Monſters, 
Britiſh Slaves: Nay, tranforming them- 
ſelves, unconquered, uncompelled. 


For there are many States, who are 
neither wholly infignificant in the Num- 
ber of their People, the Extent of their 
Territory, their Intereſt with foreign 


Princes, or the Abilities and Virtues of 


their own, whom yet we might eaſily re- 
fiſt ; and who, far from awing us with 
the Sword of Conqueſt, would only a- 
waken our Spirit; and who would ſoon 
fly from our Coaſt, like Cz/ar of old, 
would we but harden back into Men. 
For my own part, I bluſh for all thoſe, 


who, while they nobly defy Giants, at 
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the fame time crouch voluntarily-to Pig- 


mies; and indeed if I am to fall, let me 
be knocked down by a Thunderbolt, 
and not by a Jordan. But how many of - 
our Countrymen (if ſuch can be our 
Countrymen) ſubmit to little and low 
Perſons; who found their private Hap- 


pineſs on the public Miſery, and who 


| thrive and flouriſh as this declining Coun- 
try decays * ? Theſe Men, reinforced from 
Time to Time with unembarraſſed De- | 
ſerters from their Country, triumph on 


uncontrolled ; while one Man is hired, 
another is ſcribbled, another is talked, 
another is preached, another is prudenced 


. (if I may ſo ſpeak) into paſlive Obedi- 
— ance ; nay, into active Obedience. ; 


| Kod 


But let me ſtop ſhort in my career, 


and, with the Noble Auther of a late 


Treatiſe, have recourſe to Imagination. 
„If I was at the Theatre, (lays he) 
« when a Tragedy was to be preſented 
of ſome Maſter-poet, in which Cha- 


et raters and Manners were ſtrongly 
7 marked, the Plot i petplexed, 


"uo 


(9 
yet naturally unfolded, Incident pro- 
« ducing Incident, as neceſſarily as Cauſe 


* 


* 


produces Effect: If the Characters 


ce thus marked, were a Prince, who 


« was alternately the Sport of his o.]õm 


Paſſions, and the Vaſſal of the Factions 
© he was ſurrounded with; at Variance 
e with the Heir, becauſe ſenſible of his 
« Rights, and rather more popular than 
himſelf: A haughty, vain, aſpiring, 
&« brutiſh General: One Miniſter as ob- 
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0 


* 


c 


e ſtinate and headſtrong, as ignorant and 


« aſſuming; another as officious and ver- 
« fatile, as prodigal and corrupt; and 
“ both endeavouring only to eſtabliſh 
© their own Power and Influence at the 


« Expence of King and People: If the 


Scope of the Fable was to ſhew how 


« the Rivals, in bidding againſt each 
e other, might traffick away the Wealth, 
Honour and Dignity of their Coun- 
« try: And the Diviſion of a Royal 
« Houſe, and the Downfal of a re- 
te nowned Commonwealth, were the tre- 
“ mendous ' Cataſtrophe : I own ſo pro- 
© bable a Fiction would become Autho- 
B — rity 
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(10) 
ee rity to me; and 1 ſhould mt no 
« Scruple to avow, that limilar Circum- 
„ ſtances in real Life, would very pro- 
* bably produce ſimilar Events.“ 


But as I was muſing on a Parallel af- 
fecting Scene, that might preſent itſelf in 
real Life, Liberty ſmiled, or ſeemed to 
mile, that while, like her, I glowed 
with Indignation ; at the fame time, far 
from drooping with: Deſpair, I 5. 8 
and hoped ; like her, elated with a _ 
ting Proſpect of the future. 


For Liberty loves only the ſanguine Vo- 


tary, and grieves for thoſe degenerate 
Sons, who impioulily deſpair of Relief; 
and who deſervedly wear thoſe Chains 
which they dare not even bope to ſhake 
off: For only the Former promote the 
. Cauſe of Liberty, ſince whoever is con- 
fident of Succeſs, will readily venture his 
Fortune, his Perſon, his Life; while the 
Latter, diſmayed with the horrid Image 
of certain Deſtruction, frightens, nay, ar- 
Sues himſelf into Puſillanimity, and in- 
gloriouſly 
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gloriouſſy remains inactive: And indeed 


if the Brave may not obtain Succeſs, the 
Deſponding certainly will nat, if they do 
not obtain it by the Labours of others; 
for, as to themſelves, All Hell is in 
them, and they in Hell.“ 


Beſides, could we, in our Turn, ruin 
Luxury, who, our great Author ſhews, 


has ruined us, we ſhould yet continue 


unable to recover from our preſent Dil- 
treſs, until we had ſhaken off all unmanly 
Deſpair : For the Man curſed with Deſ- 
pondency, far from aſſiſting with his For- 
tune or his Life, would ſtartle at a free 
Expreſſion, would turn * at a meer 


Toaſt. 


No wonder then, if our great Orator 
is not only the Favourite of the Muſes, 
the Graces, the Virtues, but the Darling 
of Liberty, and all the Sons of Liberty: 
For while he hopes and pants for Free- 
dom himſelf, he pours the ſame Spirit by 
his Eloquence into others; and whenever 
he makes a Friend to his Country, he 
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makes a Friend to himſelf. If we admire 
the Knowledge of Books, accompanied 


with that of Men; the fineſt Learning, 
adorned with the brighteſt Genius and 
perfect Politeneſs; if we admire any hu- 
man Excellence, how ſhall we eſteem the 
Man who poſſeſſes them all? How ſhall 


we love the Man who devotes them all to 


his Country ? What an antient Roman in 


| Seaſe, as well as in Sound! what an antient 
Briton ! what an Oxonian /——But I for- 


bear, ſince his Merit deſerves Panegyrick 
equal to the Praiſes, with which he adorns 
the Merit of others. 


Yet if Eloquence ever preſerved a Na- 


tion; if Tully vanquiſhed a Cataline; if | 


Demoſthenes withſtood the Power and For- 
tune of Philip; ſurely, in theſe Times, 
our Britiſo Orator muſt be dear to every 
Briton, For indeed Eloquence, and a 


general Diſplay of Truth, ſeems to me the 
proper Refuge of Engl/hmen ; ſince J am 


perſwaded, that the preſent Remiſſneſs of 


our Countrymen, is owing to the Delu- 


ſions and Prejudices which are inſtilled 
and 
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and cheriſhed in too many weak, though 


well-meaning Minds, which may be ex- 
tirpated however by the Sword of Elo- 


quence; and that it does not ariſe ſolely 
from pecuniary Corruption, which can- 


not perhaps overflow a whole Nation; 
for what Miniſter could give every Man 


his Price, ſuppoſing every Man had 
one * Nor do I believe, that public 
Spirit is wholly extinct in the Breaſts of 
Engliſomen; or that we have declined 
from the very Summit of Virtue into the 
Vale of Vice: Were this our Character, 
inevitable Deſtruction would follow ; and, 
far from enjoying, we ſhould not even de- 
ſerve a Patriot Prince. But on the other 


Hand, methinks, the very Cauſes of our 


Diſtreſs (our Delufions and Prejudices) 
point out our Deliverance : For though 
an abandoned People cannot be eaſily re- 
formed, yet weak and deluded Men may 
be undeceived and enlightened, and may 
at length be guided, by the Power of 


£ 


—— — 


* In Allufion to an immortal Apothegm of the 


Elo- 


late Lord Orford. 
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ans 


Eloquence, into the Paths of Truth and 


Virtue. 


It would be therefore ſurprizing, if 
our Countrymen were not concerned, that 
they were not permitted to peruſe this 
excellent Oration in their native Language. 
In this our great Patriot certainly judged 
wrong, or committed an Error. For 
why indeed ſhould he refuſe thoſe any 
thing, for whom only he bears to live, 
for whom he would dare to die ? 


But this is not all: It is the Fate and 
Glory of our great Author, to have the 
ſame Enemies with his Country, with 
the Univerſity, as well as the ſame Friends, 
Hence every temporizing Dunce pre- 


ſumes to ſcribble at him. Hence you 


find in one dull Tutor, that Cant and Gol- 
ſiping ſeldom to be met with, even in 
an old Nurſe; in another Pedagogue, that 
Scurrility and Scandal not to to be paral- 
lelled in the common Stews, and at 
no Time to be diſcharged, even upon 


Burton himſelf. And hence that doughty 
Performance, 
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(60 
Performance, entitled, Remarks on Doctor 
K o's Speech, which miſrepreſents 
every noble Paragraph, and degrades the 
Stile of that excellent Oration, down to 
its own moſt wretched Diale&. 


1 
WA x LOO EEG r N 
wo 7 * Sd i SS ek e a 
n % 9 & OI, bs 8 WIL Le f n 6 
88 ge Meet Qt. Son Sy 3s eee anda . 
Prem... ¶ .. pee ER 


I cannot therefore refrain from publiſh- 
ing the following Tranflation, which, I 
Hatter myſelf, will be a ſufficient Anſwer 
to all that Vice or Dulneſs can perpetrate 
againſt our immortal Patriot, and will 
afford an Example of what he aſſerts 
himſelf, That whoever rivals the great 
Executors of Radchff, cannot fail to con- 
Ciliate the Love and Eſteem of all Man- 
kind; not of his Countrymen only, or 
thoſe to whom he is linked by the Ties 
of Friendſhip, but even of thoſe to whom 
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he is only known by Fame and Re- i 
putation. 1 
18 Beſides, his Inclinations in Favour of it 


his Country, will be ſtill more conſpici- 
ous to the People, agreeable to the noble 
Sentiment in his Motto. For every 
Eriton may now underſtand this noble 

Defence 


616 
Defence of public Virtue, and may have 
the Satisfaction of worſhipping Liberty 
in a known Tongue: While, if the City 
of Weſtminſter has been contemned and 
inſulted, this will remind her, that the 
moſt illuſtrious Society on Earth had be- 
fore received barbarian Indignities, was 
even impiouſly threatened with Deſtruc- 
tion. But our noble Metropolis has ſhewn 7 
the moſt landable Indignation in her 
Aclions. Shall then any infamous Scrib- 
ler aſperſe this pious Son of the Univerſity, 
only becauſe he complains ? 


I have not yet made any Mention of a 3 
very favourite, and, I flatter myſelf, a very 
numerous Part of my Readers; I mean 
the fair Votaries of Liberty; 


"The laſt, not leaſt in my Affection. 


And, indeed, the Ladies in general will 
acknowledge I have been employed in 
their Service; ſince, in tranſlating Doctor 
King, I have gratified the reigning Paſ- 
ſion of their Sex, which is univerſally al- 
lowed to be The Love of Oratory. 


After 
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After all, it may, perhaps, afford ſome 


Entertainment to take a View of Truth, 


as ſhe appears in a ſimple Dreſs, and un- 
attended with the Blaze and Luſtre of 
Roman Oratory : As the Sun over-powers 
the Eye, if we look at it in the Heavens, 
while its Image in a River may be con- 
templated for ever. 


| Fan. 15, 1749-50, 
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TO THE 

Moſt Noble and Illuſtrious 
CHARLES Duke of Beaufort, 
Ep WARD Earl of Oxford and Afortimer. 
Sir WALTER WAGSTAFF BAGor, Bart. 
Sir WaTK INS WILLIAM WynN, Bart. 

AND 
EDWaRD SMYTH, Eſq; 
The ExEcUToRs of 


7 O HN RADCLIFEMD. 


This O RATIO N 
IS INSCRIBED, 


With the moſt ardent Wiſhes for their 
Proſperity and Succeſs, 


By their moſt humble Servant, 


WILLIAM KING. 
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HIS Taſk was aſſigned 
me at a Time, when 1 
was very little inclined to 
undertake it, for I was 

| afraid that an infirm and 

. 3 old 1 55 like me, now paſt my 

Climacteric Vear, might be unable to pro- 
duce any thing, either worthy of your 
| Learning, Gentlemen of the Univerſity, or 
the Politeneſs of this illuſtrious Aſſembly ; 
I am, however, attracted hither by that 
Indulgence, with which you have always 
received me, and by the Deſire of ſome 
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of the * greateſt and beſt Men of the 


Age, which, of itſelf, is ſo powerful a 
Motive, that I ſhall now wave all Ex- 


cuſe on Account of Infirmity or Age. 


1 deſire therefore you will grant me 
this laſt Favour. Since I lay no Claim to 


that Species of Oratory, which thunders 


in the Pulpit, at the Bar, and in the Se- 
nate; which ſerves ſo well the Purpoſes 
of Self: intereſt, procuring immenſe 
Wealth, or preparing a Paſſage to all 


public Honours; it will be neceſſary that 


I ſhould chiefly endeavour (with your 
Leave) to diſplay that Spirit of Liberty, 


which has never left me from my earlieſt 


Youth to the preſent Moment ; which 
never fails to breathe into me the Love of 
my Country, and a Veneration for the 
Univerſity ; and which is wont to aſſiſt 


Doctor KRaddiff's Executors, who have ſince 
expreſſed their Approbation of this Speech; than 


which nothing could happen more agreeable to me, 
nothing that I eſteem a Canter * or a greater 
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all my Endeavours, and to inſpire and 


regulate all my Orations, whatſoever 
No, 


Nor do J think any Man qualified 
either to chaſtiſe the Guilty with juſt Re- 
proof, or Reward the Virtuous with juſt 


| Praiſe ; but he who is ſteady in his Prin- 


ciples, and honeſt from his Heart in his 
Diſpoſitions; who has at all times dared 
to think with Fortitude and with Con- 
ſtancy, to ſpeak with Spirit, yet with 
Decency; who aſks nothing of our mighty 
Rulers, hopes for nothing, and, conſcious 

of Truth and Virtue, fears nothing. | 


For there are Men, who grieve when 
the Crimes of another are cenſured, as if 


they were guilty of the ſame Crimes them- 
ſelves; while they take no Delight in the 


Praiſes of another, however juſtly he is 
celebrated, as if no Praiſes were applica- 


ble to their own Manners or Actions. 


For Panegyric, though a very com- 
plaiſant Kind ef Oratory, attacks the 
Vary 
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Unworthy, the Envious, the Ungrateful, 7 


the Avaricious, nay, all thoſe, who are 
unlike the Perſons, who are celebrated ; 


except, indeed, ſuch, whoſe ſacred Ears 


are never violated with the Mention of 
their Infamy, or whoſe Minds are ren- 
dered' callous by the T yranny of evil 
Habits. 


To Day too, upon this ſolemn Occa- 


ſion, while we are prepared with all feſ- 
tival Rights to celebrate Radchf's Praiſes, 


while we commemorate his immortal En- 
dowments conferred upon us, it muſt hap- 


pen, that thoſe very affluent and wealthy 


Men, thoſe Phyſicians, Lawyers, Prieſts, 
Reverend and Right Reverend, who are 
indebted for every Thing to this genial 


Univerſity, and yet give nothing back in 
return, will perceive themſelves cenſured 


for their neglected Duty. 


Indeed, they will have Region to per- | 
ceive it; and yet I am neither eager for 


inveRive on the one Hand, nor do I ex- 


* on the other, that thoſe who equal 
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4 25 
the Great Radcti in Poſſeſſions and Ef 
tate, ſhould rival him in the Gifts and 
Virtues of Nature and Genius, It is 


enough for the Sons of Oxford, if they 


are grateful ts ſo beneficent a Parent. Let 
them give what they can afford to give B 


let them give a Tenth 7 let them give a 


Twentieth ; at leaſt, in the preſent unfa- 
vourable Circumſtances of the Univerſity, 
let them give their Aid and Aſſiſtance, 
and 'n our Annals they ſhall be recorded 
and proclaimed the moſt kind and liberal 


Benefactors. 


For he muſt have a great, an exalted, 
and, I ſhall almoſt ſay, a godlike Mind, 
who aſpires to emulate Radchf, and to 
obtain immortal and everlaſting Glory, by 
the Imitation of a Liberality and Piety ſo 
incredible: A Man like him is not born 
once in a hundred Vears; a private Man, 
like him, not in fix hundred Years, Who, 
in the Name of Heaven, would not think 
that Building, that immenſe and magni- 
ficent Library, an imperial Structure, or 


the Work of Princes, were it erected 


D formerly? 
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formerly? When Kings were munificent, 


when Friends to Letters, when even they 


themſelves were Proficients in the. polite 


Arts; when they could underſtand, that 
by raiſing ſuch a Monument they confer- 
red a Benefit upon Mankind, and that 


they procured a great Advantage to them- 
ſelves, when they gave to learned and 
ary Men. 


But T am of 8 that this, and all 


thi other ſuperb Donations of Radchf, : 


will appear to you till more laudable, 
fince all the Money, that is expended 
(not . expended, ' however, raſhly or at 
random, but with the utmoſt Judgment 


| and Diſcretion) 1 in theſe ſumptuous Build- 
ings, in' a College of the Univerſity, in 


the noble Proviſion for the Oæxonians, who 
are directed to paſs five Years in travel- 
ling, was, in no manner, acquired or in- 
creaſed by Thefts and Frauds, or the 


baſeſt Proſtitutions, or iniquitous Stock- 


jobbing, or unembarraſſed Hypocriſy and 


Snares for Legacies, nor yet by Plunder 


and Rapine, or cruel FT and War; 
but 
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but well and honeſtly gained, by Cares 


and Labours, by Virtue and Learning, and 


the Exerciſe. of that glorious Art, which 


removes the Sickneſſes and Diſorders: of 
Men, and which, for its Uſe and Excel- 


lence, all People, Kings and Nations have 


been willing to ente to God, as to 


* 


Nor is it at all a Wonder, that this 


ſurprizing Phyſician was enriched with 


ſuch extenſive Poſſeſſions, to whom all 
Mankind reſorted with Gifts, imploring 
Health and Relief from him as from a 
Deity. For he net enly had ranged all 


the Compaſs of Learning, that relates to 


this Science of Phyſick, but at the ſame 
Time he diſplayed a certain Diſcernment 
and Faculty of Mind, as well as ſo won- 
derful a Sagacity in diſcovering Diſtempers 
(whether from Nature or Learning) that 


he infallibly cured all, who were not in- 
_ curable ; and beſides, while fome Virtues 
were, perhaps, common to all other emi- 
nent Phyſicians of his Age, as Erudition, 
; Wiſdom, Humanity, Hoſpitality; this 
| LD 2 © was, 
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(28) 
was, certainly, peculiar to him, that he 
always propheſy'd what Diſeaſe would 
prove mortal. Add to all this; his 
Heart was ſo open and ſincere, that, a- 


verſe to temporizing, he never had re- 
edurſe to Diſſimulation or Impoſture; ne- 


ver would wheedle or flatter any Patient, 


not even a King; but always acted with 
Truth and with Sincerity. From whence 


it naturally followed, that his Integrity 
was every where conſpicuous; and that 


they, whom he attended, fettled their | 
Family and domeſtic Affairs ina calm and 


Ferene Manner, provided for their Children, 

their Neighbours, their Friends, white 
their Rea ſon continued; and whether the 
Diſeaſe was cured, or proved fatal, the 
Muſtrious Phyſician was highly applaud- 
ed. Wherefore, not in the Opinion of 
the Vulgar . ed in | ME Senfe of the 
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1 do not dwell upon this Head, as the learned 
Gentleman, who ſpoke before me, and who 1g 
himſelf a careful and experienced Phyſician, has ele- 
gantly deſcanted upon it, and repreſented to us how 
| acutely our Rade if plerced i: into the Nature of all 


Diſeaſes. 
greateſt 
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greateſt Gerd he was eſteemed the 


learned Phyſicians. have flouriſhed, and 
do at preſent flouriſh in our Britannia, 


yet it is allowed, I believe, by all, that 


no one whatſoever has equalled the great 


Radcliff in Fame, no nor will ON = 


hereafter. 


But both his Fame and Glory, and 
Fortune, and all his Hopes, this beſt 
good Man offered up to Piety; Piety, 
who alone dictated that honeſt Will, which 


he left behind him, and which has made 


the Nation and the Univerfity his Heir. 
By which it happens, that ſince he ceaſed 
to heal the Body, he has prepared for his 
Countrymen, like the famous Egyptian 
King, the * Phyſick of the Soul, By 


which it happens, that his Liſe, (though 


laudable beyond Expreſſion) was leſs il- 
luſtrious than his Death; except in one 
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* Loc TR an Inſcription on the Pre | 


Library, 
Particular, 


firſt Man in his Profeſſion and in his 3 
Country; and though the moſt ſkilful and 
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Cf). 
Particular, which I ſhall. ſoon hint at. 


Nay more, it is, perhaps, his greateſt. 
Praiſe, that he warily took Care, that his 
Will ſhould remain firm and inviolable for 
ever, by chuſing theſe approved Patriots, 

who will religiouſly obſerve. the Intention 


of the deceaſed; and by providing that 


Perſons with the ſame Diſpoſitions ſhall 
always ſucceed. 


How wiſely he provided that his gene- 
rous Deſigns might be anſwered, is, in- 
deed,” known to us all; nor will any one 
differ from me in Opinion, who views the 
noble Perſons in whom Radchf's great 
Truſt is repoſed, and who have had the 
Care of erecting the Library, and of de- 
dicating it to Day. What Men! What 
Fellou- Subjects! What Senators! how 


illuſtrious, how weighty, how active 


how — but I dare not, while they 
are preſent at my Speech, offend. their 


Modeſty by repeating their ſurpaſſing Vir- 
tues before them. Of which you your- 


ſelves, Gentlemen of the Univerſity, have 
2 880 given the — Teſtimony by 


: your 
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your univerſal Suffrages and Decrees. It 
is proper, however, to ſay ſomething for 
the Sake of Emulation; were there any 
like theſe inimitable Men, who had cul- 
tivated a ſuperior Underſtanding with all 


liberal Learning, and who were beſides 


adorned with the utmoſt Integrity and 
Elegancy of Life, all the ſocial Incli- 
nations, and a Sweetneſs of Manners, 
and, what crowns all other Virtues, a 
ſingular Love for their Country, and Af- 
feQion for the Univerſity; they muſt, in 
like manner, attain the Height of Glory 
and Dignity, which is the nobleſt Object 


of Deſire; and conciliate the Favour and 


Love of all Mankind, not of their Coun- 
trymen only, or of thoſe to whom they 
are linked by the Ties of Friendſhip, but 
of the very Perſons: to whom they are 
only known by Fame and Reputation. 


It would therefore be ſurprizing, if the 
- Univerſity. were not concerned, that theſe 
wiſe and faithful Men are not allowed the 
Liberty of chuſing their own Librarian. 
In this Affair our great Radchff certainly 
| judged 
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632) 
jodged wrong or committed an Error. 


tirely in thoſe, to whom he delivered ſo 
many Eſtates, ſo much Money and his 
whole Inheritance ? But, indeed, this To- 


add a Word more on a Subject ſo invi- 
dious. Yet, after all, no Objection, on 


berality _ Piety. 5 = . 


bs But "a while we admire that ſuperb 

and ſplendid Library, give me leave, it- 
luſtrious Gentlemen, to mention your A- 
gent in this great Undertaking, I mean 


conſummate Skill both this very Work 
and the other ſumptuous Edifices, as well 
publick as private, which he has raiſed in 
London, in Cambridge, and in other cele- 

brated parts of our Iſland, ſufficiently 
point out and diſplay. But, as for me, 
I love the Man, for he deſerves to be be- 


_ 1. loved ; 


For why, why ſhould he not confide en- 


pick i is not agreeable to me, nor ſhall 1 


this Account, to the great Nadel F can 
alter the Opinion you entertain of his Li- 


the moſt famous Architect; whoſe 
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; for he was formerly my Hoſt, and 
one, Whom I knew to be the moſt hu- 
mane and friendly Perſon living, and not 
only verſed in Architecture, but in the 
Knowledge of all e and Learn- 
ing in general. 
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* I fhall 7 nothing of the laſting Ad- 
vantage of this Donation, or of the great 
Conſequences that ariſe from public Li- 
braries: For as this Subject has often been 
handled before in the accurate and polite 

Orations of the ingenious Perſons, who 
ſpeak the anniverſary Praiſes of Bodley ; 
ſo the ſame Gentlemen will often expa- 
tiate on this Topick for the Future. And 
becauſe it is plain, that, without theſe Suc- 
cours, we could never have weeded out 
of our Manners the Savageneſs of the an- 
tient Britons, the Saxons, or Normans, 

\ nor could we bear up againſt that of other 

Races. And beſides, were it not for this 
ſingle Circumſtance, not. only the Hiſto- 
ries of all Nations, their Annals, Writings, 
Memorials, and public Tranſactions, but 
the liberal Arts themſelves, your Delight 
and your Glory, Gentlemen of the Uni- 
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Pio: (34) 


verfity, and the purſuit of hidden Truth, 
and the Knowledge of every Thing noble, 


would have been long ago extinguiſhed, 


We therefore can never be too EAT) 
to thoſe learned and munificent Men, who 


have employed ſo much Labour and Mo- 
ney in founding Univerſities, and building 
and adorning Libraries, and ſo many 
Manſions of Learning. Why need I men- 
tion the magnificent Alexandrian Libra- 
ry ? Why the Attalic, Why all the Gre- 
gran? Why the Roman, either ancient 


or modern? But this Circumſtance is high- 
ly worth your Obſervation, that the firſt 


publick Library among the Romans was 
built in the Porch of the Temple of Li- 
berty, by which the noble and learned 


* Senatar, who repaired the Porch 'and 
converted 


4 


4 


* A/imus Pollio, a Man of Learning, and a ſhin- 
ing Orator, was the fiſt, who, dedicating a Library, 
made the human Genius a public Concern, Plin, 
lib. xxxv. cap. 2. But this Library he diſpoſed and 
fixed in the Porch of the Temple of Liberty, which 
he accommodated in an elegant Manner for this Pur- 


pole. 
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\; 35-2 
converted it into a Library, would inti- 
mate, that the Seat of Liberty only was 


the Seat of the Muſes. To that Man, to 


all thoſe, thoſe eſpecially, who have left 


us this Univerſity, who have left us ſo 
immenſe a Collection of Books, who have 
left us our Diſcipline in a glorious and 
flouriſhing Condition, let us ever adhere ; 


whom we may acknowledge the Pride of 
their Age, the Ornament of Mankind, 


and the moſt illuſtrious Heroes of the 
World; and, indeed, always to be pre- 
ferred to thoſe Heroes, foreign ones, I 
mean (for our own, as is becoming, I 
always except) who delight in the 
Slaughter of Men and Deſtruction of Ci- 
ties, and cruelly contrive the Ruin of 
thoſe they govern, as well as of others; 


from whence however they ſeek Glory 
and Fame, and do really expect and de- 
mand to be adored with the moſt extra- 


vagant Veneration by all Orders of Men. 


** 1 " . 


— i 


poſe. The Porch of Liberty Was . on the 


Ides of April. On the Ides of April the Radclivian 


Library is dedicated; which might be taken for a 
proſperous Omen in les threatening Times. 
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(36) 

Shall theſe pretend to be adored by the 
People ? Theſe expect us, Oxonians, to a- 
dore them? Who are inveterate Enemies 
to this celebrated Univerſity, whoſe Glo- 
ry they envy, and to Letters themſelves, 
which they do not underſtand; who could 
wiſh to plunder the antienteſt Monuments 
of this Place, to ruſn into our. Poſſeſſions, 
and to convert theſe beautiful Edifices i in- 

to Stables for Horſes. How I bluſh, 
| ks for that infamous Race of flat⸗ 


tering Orators and Poets, who, in theſe 
heroical Ages, and in all Ages, have ce- 


lebrated ſuch Men, diſtinguiſhed only for 
Inhumanity, and who have ſwelled them 


even into Demigods; while for my own. 
Part, and all good Men agree in this Sen- 


timent, I cannot, for my Soul, area 
them even Men. 


But ol if theſe ſhining Warriors 


were Alexanders, and Ceſars, that is, per- 
petual Conquerors? Granting they were; 
I do not alter my Opinion. For a War, 
in which great Spoils and the Glory of 


Princes, not the Welfare of an Empire 
| or 


883 


W 


Ss 
— * 


| „ „ 
or People was propoſed; a war, in which 
3 a flouriſhing State or a free City was a- 
boliſhed by thoſe, whom they never had 
| Injured or provoked ; ſuch I eſteem a 
moſt .iniquitous and flagitious Undertak- 
ing. What is Wickednels, if this is not? 
| Nay further, now that I reflect on what 
has been atchieved in all Parts of Europe, 
when I reflect on ſo many fortified and 
0 vanquiſhed Cities, ſo many places burnt 
and deſtroyed, ſo many Battles and Plun- 
ders, and laſtly, ſo many thouſands of Men 
inceſſantly ſlaughtered, without any He- 
ſitation I eſtabliſh this as a Maxim, He, 
who was the firſt Inventor of the Art of 
Molding an earthen Jordan, or of weav- 
ing a wicker Basket, that Man has de- 
ſerved more from all Nations, than all the 
Generals, (except thoſe, who fought for 
; their Country, like ours, whom on that 
'f Account I diſtinguiſh) I ſay, than all 
the Generals, Emperors, nay Conquerors, 
that now are or ever have been, More- 
over, when I conſider what the honoured 
Voice and divine Law of our Lord Tefus 
Ehrift commanded, methinks, thefe war- 
he like 
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(36) 
like Heroes and Lords of the Earth love 


nothing but themſelves, fear every thing 


but God. 


But I muſt now think of returning, 


leaſt I ſhould omit what I eſteem the 


greateſt of all Radcliff's Praiſes ; namely, 
that he beſtowed the wery aft Years of 


his Life, which we old Men owe to our- 


felves, owe to Eaſe and Quiet, upon his 


Country; and while unattracted by Am- 
bition or the Hopes of Honours (all which 
he heartily deſpiſe) his public Conduct 


was ſuch, that he was ever conſtant to 
the Patriot-Party, and never failed to-re- 
ſpect the Cauſe of Liberty and his own 


Dignity. But it was then he merited | 


moſt of his Countrymen, when he was 
choſe into the Senate, and aided thoſe 
Councils, which reſtored Peace to the 
Chriſtian World, long hatraſſed with War, 
a moſt juſt and honourable Peace, and to 
us the moſt advantageous ; and, for my 
own Part, I often congratulate myſelf, 
that I have lived in thoſe Times, when 


no Briton need bluſh for our national Ho- 


nour: When our Senate was uncorrupt, 


| (392)... 
2 enjoyed the higheſt Authority; and 
was not ſo much the public Council of 
the People, as the Palladium and Pro- 


tection, h 


For while the antient Frugality and: 
Strictneſs of Manners remained among 
Britons, and a glowing Zeal for the Sup- 
port of Liberty, the reſt of the Cities of 
this Iſland, as if they trod in your Steps, 
Oxoni ans, uſed the utmoſt Foreſight and 
Precaution in chuſing Repreſentatives; and 
weighed the Thing well with themſelves, 
who, and what the Candidates were, of 

what F amily and in what Place they were 
born ; in what Manner they were edu- 
cated ; what was the Compaſs of their 
Genius and Extent of their Eſtate ; but, 
above all, in what Manner they were af- 
fected to the Conſtitution ; nor could any 
Man, not qualified in all theſe Reſpects, 
be elected, or obtain ſo honourable a 
Preference; no one, whom Bribes or the 
Hopes of Bribes, the Promiſes or Threats 
of Miniſters could alter, or ſeduce from 


his Duty to the Public. 


But 
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(40 
But now how are all Things changed 


The People grown utterly corrupt ſhew 
no Tokens of Shame or Remorſe; no 


Senſe of their original Majeſty or Wel- 


fare! who ſet up their Votes to Sale, and 
often their Oaths in as public and open a 


Manner as they who ſell Meat or Fiſh in 


a Market. If you enquire, what is the ; 
Cauſe, that has fo entirely altered and in- 


verted our whole People, till they have 


quite degenerated from the Behaviour and 
Glory of our Anceſtors, I ſhall anſwer you 
in one Word, Luxury; Luxury, who de- 
ſcends from the Palace down to all Orders 


of Men, even to the very loweſt, whence 


ariſes that Softneſs and Sloth of Temper, 


hardly to be met with, even in Wemen ; 


that Cruelty and Slaughter at no time to 


be exerciſed even upon foreign Enemies, 


Hence, in Town and Country, Gold 
forays all both in common and important 


Affairs. Hence the Inhabitants of ſome 
Tovyns have become fo frantic, as to 
place the greateſt Power, and to re- 


poſe the greateſt Truſt in Men unfaith- 


ful and ill-intentioned to their Country, 
| Hence 
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Hence thoſe truly marvellous Patriots, 


who would willingly be eſtcemed, and, 
perhaps, have been eſteemed, more ſin- 
cere than others, more public- -ſpirited, 
and ſuperlatively eloquent, have all at 
onde, without one Bluſh, altered their 
Looks, their Souls, their Voices, as it 


they had drank of the fatal Chalice of 


Cree. 


Hence I am inclined and 
ready to ſpeak more (not ſo much from 
the Temper of an old Man, as becauſe 


nothing is more delightful than ſpeaking 


Truth) but I am in dread, I ſhould be 


cruelly e of my Voice, 


* 4; if the Wolves had ſeen me firſt to» 
EY 7 
DRY DEN. 


I mean, thoſe deſtable Informers, who 
have 0 embroiled our Affairs of late, that 


Vox quoque Moerim 
Jam ſugit ipſa: Lupi Moerim videre priores. 
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|: 64) 
they hoped to gips d the Luftre of the 
Univerſity, and extinguiſh it in their own 
 Infamy ; which, however, cannot be ef- 
fected without the baſeſt Perfidy. But 
fince they have accuſed our glorious Vice- 
Chancellor, and in ſuch an extraordinary 
Manner, that no kind of Puniſhment can 
be heavier, than the Accuſation itſelf, I 4 
really do not know, whether I ſhould re- © / 
pine at theſe Proceedings, or congratulate : 
him upon them. For Fortune ſeems to 
have beſet this excellent Man with fo 
many Misfortunes from the very Begin- If 
ning, that his Virtues might ſhine the | } 
more conſpicuous. Certainly, if there is {3 
any thing, it is Adverſity, that makes 
and manifeſts a great Man. 
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But that we may not wonder that ſuch 
Men, and chat all our Calumniators find 
Patronage, and are careſſed by ſome 
Stateſmen, it is worth while to confider, 
that both the latter and the former, tho 
very different in Rank and Fortune, are 
every Way ſimilar in Life and Morals. 
But beſides, it muſt always happen, that 
thoſe, 
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(43) 
thoſe, who from their Hearts deteſt both 
liberal Learning and Virtue itſelf, will a- 


vowedly deteſt theſe Seats of the Muſes 
flouriſhing with all Learning and Virtue. ' 
It muſt happen, that thoſe, who have de- 
| termined to ſtigmatize the Nation with 
the Enormities of their Actions, will farſt 
of all Attempt to calumniate this illuſtri- 


ous Univerſity, the Ornament and Glory 


of the Nation. 


And to crown theſe Misfortunes, not 


only all thoſe, who deſert their Country, 


deſert the Univerſity ; not only thoſe, 


who ought to be united to us by our com- 
mon Studies, Duties, and Dangers, have 
baſely deſerted. our Cauſe; but even many 


others, cheriſhed in the very Boſom of 


our foſtering Mother, and who thrive by 


the daily Nouriſhment ſhe yields, have, 
in hopes of arriving at Wealth and Pre- 


| ferment, with a Nero-like Temper medi- 


tated her Deſtruction : Who (Peſts of So- 
ciety ]) contrive that the Congratulations 
and Addreſſes, we offer as cuſtomary 


Things, or to do our Duty, or to make 
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r their Effect, ſhould 


be rejected, nay looked upon as crimi- 

nal: Who, laſtly, with their Councils, 
"AR Falſhoods and ridiculous Epi- 
ſtles inflame and encreaſe the Guilt and 
Madneſs of all thoſe, who bear us open 
or ſecret Hatred. 

But it would take up too much Time 
to complain of the Depravity and the In- 


juries of theſe Men, and to give a Looſe 
to my Grief. In thoſe Books, therefore, 


in which I intend to vindicate the Univerſi- 
ty, (give me but Life,) I ſhall more careful- 


ly and freely animadvert upon thoſe bitter 
Enemies and Detractors of ours. In which 
I ſhall perform the Part of a generous Per- 
"ſon, certainly of an Oxoman ; moreover, 
J am in hopes it will be acceptable and 


pleaſing to the Divine Being. For I deem 
thoſe, who, while they contemn all mo- 


ral and human Learning, and at the fame 
Time have dared to violate the Fame and 
Reputation of the very beſt Men with 


the moſt 28485 Lies and Villainy, I 


deem 


r _ _ . 8 
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( 45 
deem pick Perſons not ſo much the Ene- 
mies of Men, as of God himſelf. 


2 But if any are now preſent, to whoſe 
- politer Ears this Oration may ſeem unſea- 
2 ſonable, or who fancy it wanders from its 
proper Courſe, (by the by, is it ever wan- 
dering to promote the Cauſe of the Pub- 
lic, or the Cauſe of the Univerſity) thoſe 
Gentlemen may take Notice, that I was 
of Opinion theſe Reflections ought not to 
be paſſed over ; becauſe whatever Devices, 
either the Ambition of ſome, or the Flat- 
f tery of thers, or the Corruption of a venal 
People, have contrived; you, illuſtrious 
5 Gentlemen, you, Radchf/*s Executors, 
haye already ſhewn your Piety, Wiſdom, 
and Glory, in oppoſing them all; as you 
will always ſhew your Firmneſs and Re- 
| ſolution by oppoſing them for the Time 
4 to come. 


But if neither you nor your Friends 
have obtained Succeſs by your Suffrages, 
your Complaints, your Debates, your Vir- 
tue or —— this ſhould not be attri- 

buted 
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buted to our preſent auguſt Rulers, (for 
whom I entertain the profoundeſt Vene- 
ration) but to theſe worſt of Times, to 
the Manners and Vices of the Age, and 
to a certain finiſter Fate, 


er the Tery and Focease of 
foreign Enemies, or State-Craft, has in- 


verted all Things; or whether any other 


Men have held the Reigns of Government 
with ſuch Temerity and Raſhneſs, that they 
have firſt inflamed and then ravaged our 
World; which cannot now be revived or 


| FEnewed by any Scheme, not by the wiſeſt, 
not by all, not, indeed, by all the Power 
of Man, God only can reſcue us from 


fo many Evils, and deliver us from ſuch 


| eat A and Ruin. 


Whereſore, ſince we are ad to "IR 
Paſs that nothing but Prayers and Suppli- 


cations are like to retrieve our Affairs or 
to ſuccour us; and that I may conclude 


my Speech in the honeſteſt manner, and 


that * _ afford a. TROY and ſhining 
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for J avow it, is, I know, eavib d at by weak 


( 


Inftance of your Piety, let us take Re- 


m_ in them *. 


RESTORE, (this Expreſſion of mine, 


and 


This Oration was ſo far nee in the Prefs, 


when I received an afflicting Account, that the moſt 
excellent 


Sir WarKk IN WII TANs Wr NE 


(whoſe venerable Name i is inſcribed i in the Beginning 
of this little Work, and whom you, Dr. Radcliff”'s 
Executors, have always eſteemed as the Sharer of 


your Councils, of your Honours, and of all your Af. 


fairs) had expired, and by a ſudden and ſhocking 
Death. 


Heavens ! what a Man / how glorious! / alas, } how 
mortal ! 63-4 | 


How bright an Example of antient Piety! how vi- 
gilant an Aſſertor of public Liberty! how able and 
ready a Defender and Patron of our Univerſity ! 
who was one of the few (the very few, ſuch is the 


Degeneracy of the Age) who follow Virtue, even 


for the Sake of Virtue; and rejected the Trappings 
of courtly Splendour, and all Titles, while equal to 
the higheſt, All Titles but thoſe he could not poſ- 


ſibly reject; which the juſteſt Voice of the People 


had 
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and malevolent Perſons, but ſtill it ſhalt 


be repeated) Reſtore to us our Afirœa, or 
Juſtice herſelf, whatever Name ſhe de- 
lights to hear; not indeed the fabulous 
Lady, but the Chriſtian Virgin, if not the 


Parent, 


. . 


_ EY * 
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had beſtowed, as the Reward of tranſcendant Merit, 
and the Sentence of the greateſt Patriots confirmed. 
Indeed, this illuſtrious Senator had perſevered with a 
Magnanimity and Conduct ſo amazing, and fo per- 
petual an Aſſiduity in Behalf of the Conſtitution 
(what Happineſs could we then deſpair of ?) that he 
was juſtly called the Parent of Liberty, and Father 
of his Country. He had perſevered to exerciſe the 

moſt extraordinary Gifts of Nature and Genius, to 
jive with Steadineſs and with Elegance, and to diſ- 
play the moſt amiable Morals (for never was any one 


more honeſt, more chafte, more agreeable, more in- 


genuous, more liberal) that he was not ſo much the 
Ornament of one Climate, or of one Nation, as of 
the human Species: We ſhall the leſs wonder, if he 
attained ſo great a Degree of Authority and Fame, 
and ſoar'd to ſuch a Point of Perfection, while a 
private Man, that, to ſpeak the Truth, he is not 
rival'd by any of our Governors, of our Biſhops, or 


of our Princes. 


A 


Heavens ! what a Man. / how glorious ] alas! haw 


mortal. [ 
Whom 
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1 
Parent, certainly the Guardian ef all the 
Vir tues. 


| RESTORE, at the ſame time, him the 
great Genius of Britain, (whether he is the 
Meſſenger or the very Spirit of God) the 


firmeſt Guard of ag and Religion ; 
G and 


Whom his Family require with Anxiety, as a kind 


Maſter! his Gueſts as an hoſpitable Hoſt ! I as the 


deareſt Friend ! how conſtant, eaſy, and chearful | 
whoſe Death ſhall ever be deplored, whoſe Praiſes 
ſhall ever be celebrated, and whoſe Memory ſhall 
ever be ſacted to me: to me? I will ſay to all Men of 
all Ranks, from the very higheſt to the very loweſt. 
For, indeed, all his Life, ſcarce any one was an 


Enemy to him, who was not in the higheſt Degree 


an Enemy to this Community, and to the Britiſh 
Name; ſcarce any one will rejoice in his Death, 
who is not the moſt flagitious of Mankind, and 
ſo barbarous and inhuman, as to rejoice in the Ruin 
of all Beings, and the Deſtruction of the whole 
Univerſe. But yet one Comfort remains to al- 
lay (if any Thing can allay mine and the publick 
Grief) that this excellent Patriot departed in the 
full Enjoyment of Fame, and with the heart-felt 


Pleaſure of the cleareſt Conſcience ; happy too 
(poſſeſſing 
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and let him baniſh into Exile, {into per- 


petual Exile) from among our Country- 
men all barbarous Wars, Slaughters, Ra- 
pines, Years of Peſtilence, haughty Uſur- 


Evil. 


RESTORE and proſper him, that the 
Common-wealth may revive, Faith be re- 
call'd, Peace eſtabliſhed, Laws ordained, 
juſt, honeſt, ſalutary, uſeful Laws, to * 
the Abandoned, reſtrain Armies, favour the 
Learned, ſpare the Imprudent, relieve the 
Poor, delight all; by delivering all at 
length from the Perils of Law, that no 
ingenuous Subject, innocent, uncondemn- 
ed 


(poſſeſſing all the Means of Virtue and Content) 
even to the laſt Hour of Life: and, that God ſeemed 
to reſcue him, who daily and piouſly worſhip'd God, 


from imminent Dangers, and to place him as it were 


in a ſafe and pleaſant Harbour ; that he who con- 


ſtantly denied to be a Fautor of the moſt enormous 


Vices, might no longer be a Spectator of them, 


pations, infamous Informers, and every 
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 ERSTORE and proſper him, that, while 
nothing can appear more illuſtrious than 
this Meeting, our other Countrymen, 
thoſe eſpecially who-frequent the Court or 
the Senate, may reſemble theſe F glori- 
ous Patriots, may reſemble you, Gentle- 
men of the Univerfity, though not in 


Brightneſs of Genius and Learning, yet 


in Probity and Diligence, yet in Magnani- 
G 2 mity 


O! ever renowned Prince ! the glorious and 
wiſe Monarch of Pruſſia! who, interpoſing his 


Authority, aboliſh'd all licentious Litigations; and 


who delivered his People and all who ſought his 
Protection, from thoſe Peſts of Mankind, who, by 
Heavens, are more to be dreaded,, than Armies of 
Barbarians, or thoſe innumerable Swarms of Locuſts, 
that are now laying waſte the Fields of Germany. 

+ The Theatre was extreamly full, and a great 
many of the worthieſt Noblemen, and Senators were 
prefent; who received the honorary Degrees of 
Doctors in the Civil Law, on Account of their fin- 


gular Love for their Country. 
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mity and Love of Liberty! That all the 
fair Sex may reſemble this brilliant Circle 


of Ladies, though not in Form and Beauty, 
yetin Virtue and Modeſty, yet in Politeneſs 
of Dreſs, yet in Elegancy of Manners ! 


That then the whole People may be la- 
borious and temperate, and may agree 


at laſt with the Councils of good Men, in 
preſerving the Majeſty of Empire. And 
that our Britannia may be leſs defended 
by her beautiful and well- fortified Fleets, 


(although, I hope, theſe may always ſup- 


port our Wars) than by the Virtue and 
Bravery of her Inhabitants, ard by Wiſ⸗ 
dom in the Conduct of public Affairs. 


RESTORE andproſper him, that this | 


genial Univerſity may flouriſh through eve- 


ry Age, even till nothing is more flouriſh- 


ing over the whole Earth, nothing more 
tranſcendant ! That our young men may 
be modeſt, frugal, ſtudious; our old Men 
learned, grave, honeſt ! and neither the 
Latter nor the Former corruptable by 
falſe Tenets, or the Love of Riches or 
Honours ! That this learned Senate may 
always preſerve the ſame Tenour of Con- 
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duct, and the ſame laudable Conſtancy ; 
and that, abhorring every Species, every | 


baſe and wicked Species of Adulation, 


it may reſolve upon nothing, either thro? * 


evil Times, or evil ' Example, unworthy 


good and ingenuous Subjects! That when- 
ever our noble and excellent Chancellor 
ſhall depart (long hence, I hope) we may 
not ſee in his Place a Maſter, haughty, 
unmerciful, avaricious, illiterate, impi- 
ous ; but an eaſy and benign Ruler, de- 
voted to Letters from his Childhood, ſol- 
licitous for our Affairs above all others, 
and though ſprung from an 2 — 
Race, yet ſurpaſſing the Glories of his 


Race in Virtue and Morals! That the 
Office of Vice-chancellor may be always 
conferred upon a. Man, holy, ſocial, 


learned, reſolute (ſuch as preſides to Day) 
who can perform his Duty becomingly, 
and ſuſtain and preſerve the Univerſity's. 


Dignity and his own ! That, the Defigns 
of pernicious Men being fruſtrated, no 


one may be inveſted with ſuch Power, in 


this Place or any other, or poſſeſs ſo de- 
ſtructive a Diſpoſition, as to inflict hea- 
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ly no Man may ſollicit r 
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{08 * 
vier Grievances, or too mighty Burthens ; 
nar dare to violate our Laws ' himſelf, or 
exhort others to violate them! That laft- 
| vr aſpire to Aca- 
demic Honours, but one, who cheriſhes 
Faith, Diſcipline, Liberality, Learning, 
and learned Men ; but one, who, while 
he influences the Government, and di- 
rects the Affairs of the Nation, is, at 
the ſame Time, principally careful to 
augment and to adorn our Oxonia with all 
good Offices and Bengfits. | 


* RESTORE and proſper him, that it may be no 
Crime to have tranſlated this forbidden Oration ; 
and that our great Author may have the Pleaſure of 
forgiving his diſobedient, yet honeſt, Tranſlator. 
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